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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of ttiis communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|^ This action is non-final. 
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Art Unit: 3765 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 12-15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Luchi (US 3650126). 

As seen for example in figures 2, 5, 6, 9, and 13 Luchi (US 3650126) teaches the 
invention as claimed including method for manufacturing knitted articles for forming items of 
clothing without lateral seams, with a circular knitting machine having needle cylinder and 
needles (column 1, lines 5-9) comprising a step for forming at least one pouch-shaped region in 
which part of the needles or all the needles that belong to at least one sector (P) of the needle 
cylinder are moved to knit at least one feed (f) of the machine by actuating the needle cylinder of 
the machine with an alternating rotary motion about an axis thereof ( column 2, lines 13-24 and 
column , 3 lines 1-3 and column 4, lines 21-24) and with an extent of oscillation that is 
sufficient to make transiting, at said at least one feed, all the needles of said at least one sector 
that are moved for knitting at said at least one feed, in order to form, with the needles that belong 
to said at least one sector and are moved for knitting, a number of rows of knitting in excess with 
respect to a number of rows of knitting formed by the needles that are contiguous to said at least 
one sector. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 16, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Luchi (US 3650126) 

Luchi (US 3650126) teaches the invention substantially as claimed as indicated above in 
the rejection to claim 12. However, Luchi (US 3650126) does not teach the gradually increasing 
and then decreasing, a double folded border or a second pouch portion. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to provide a gradual increasing and decreasing of the 
sector in order to provide a specific shaping of the knitting pouch portion. Concerning the 
inclusion of a double folded border portion, the examiner takes official notice of the inclusion of 
double folded welt portion in circular knitted garments as borders. It would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to provide a double folded border or welt portion in order to 
maintain garment in the proper location on the wearer. Also it would have been obvious at the 
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time the invention was made to provide a second pouch portion on the knitted garment in order 
to maintain the garment for a specific end use. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Danny Worrell whose telephone number is 571/272-4997. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, GARY WELCH can be reached on 571/272-4996. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Danny Worrell/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 
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